
VIDEO RECOMMENDATIONS
Roll Back the Rock (V 423)
Four-part series features presentations by
Fr. John Shea on the scriptures of the
Triduum and their meaning for Christian
life today.
A - Introduction (29 Min)
B - Holy Thursday (30 Min)
C - Good Friday (36 Min)
D - Holy Saturday/
Easter Sunday (25
Min)

This Is the Night (V
579)
Video exploration
follows the Elect and
Candidates through
the Lenten celebra-
tions of the Order of
Christian Initiation to
their baptisms and
reception at the Easter Vigil. Personal
experiences of various participants and
ministers are shared.

Becoming Catholic:  An Adult’s Faith
Journey (V 844)
Learning how the stages of the Church’s
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) relate to the personal journey of
faith.

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(BK 1208)
Liturgy Training Publications
This edition is for study, reflection and
preparation of liturgy. The introduction
to the entire RCIA and the introduction
to each of the rites express the under-

standing that should be the foundation of
the parish catechumenate.

Adult Believing:  A Guide to the
Christian Initiation of Adults (BK
3291)
Peter Ball; Paulist Press
Peter Ball shares his experience of how
Christian formation brings together the

candidate’s life story,
interests and concerns
with the Church’s
story in the Gospel, in
prayer and communi-
ty.

The Theology of the
Body:  Human Love
in the Divine Plan
(BK 4383)
John Paul II; Pauline
Books and Media

The Pope discusses the bodily dimen-
sions of human personhood, sexuality
and marriage in the light of biblical rev-
elation.

INTERNET RECOMMENDATION
www.catholicnews.com/word2lif.htm
Catholic News Service and the Diocese
of Fort Worth join to provide a reflection
on the Sunday readings in this area of
the CNS website. This area is called
“Word to Life.” 

To check out these materials or other
materials from the Diocesan Resource
Center, phone Kathy Ward at 406-442-
5820 or 1-800-584-8914, or e-mail 
kward@diocesehelena.org

View the catalog online at www.diocesehelena.org
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NATIONAL & WORLD BRIEFS
Maryland Catholics optimistic despite
defeat of ban on death penalty 

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Despite the
defeat of a bill to ban the death penalty in
Maryland, Catholic leaders said they were
encouraged that the abolitionist cause
appears to have gathered significant
strength after many years of frustrated
efforts. Known as SB 211, the bill would
have replaced the death penalty with
prison sentences of life without parole, but
it was killed March 15 in the Senate
Judicial Proceedings Committee on a 5-5
vote. The bill needed six votes in favor to
go the Senate floor. “The progress we have
made in the short time of the last year has
been nothing short of astounding,” said
Richard J. Dowling, executive director of
the Maryland Catholic Conference, a key
bill supporter. “I believe that we had suffi-
cient votes in the House Judiciary
Committee and on the floor of the House
and Senate,” he said. “I’m very upbeat
about how far the church and other repeal
advocates have come.” Dowling said the
support of Gov. Martin J. O’Malley, a
member of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
Baltimore, who forcefully testified in the
bill’s favor, also has breathed new life in
the abolitionist cause. The Democratic
governor promised to sign the measure
into law if it reached his desk. 

CARA directory identifies 165 emerging
U.S. consecrated communities 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In a new
directory the Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate has identified 165 U.S.
Catholic communities of consecrated life
that have sprung up since 1965. A little
more than half of the 152 communities that
provided membership information by gen-
der admit only women, CARA said, while
24 percent admit only men and 25 percent
have men and women members. Of those
152, in 87 communities all make public
vows or promises; in 43, all make private
vows or promises; 10 have both vowed
and unvowed members; and members do
not make vows or promises in 12 commu-
nities. In all, the communities in the direc-
tory had more than 13,000 full members
and several hundred members in forma-
tion. The 126-page directory, titled
“Emerging Communities of Consecrated
Life in the United States, 2006,” was
released in early March. The directory is
organized alphabetically by state. Each
community’s listing includes the address,
phone and fax numbers, e-mail contact,
name of a contact person, date of found-
ing, type of vows or promises, lifestyle,

number of full members and number in
formation, canonical status and other
information to the extent available. 

London churches to receive guidebooks
on reducing energy consumption 

LONDON (CNS) — More than 4,000
churches in London will receive guide-
books about the importance of protecting
the environment and how to reduce energy
consumption. The guidebook, which was
created by Catholic, Anglican, Methodist,
Orthodox and evangelical churches in the
British capital, provides advice on how
Christians can contribute to stopping cli-
mate change. It also contains tips on reduc-
ing heating bills, for example, fitting insu-
lation and installing energy-efficient light-
ing. The book also includes useful tips
such as car-sharing schemes for church
services and setting up recycling pro-
grams. Called “For Creed and Creation: A
Simple Guidebook for Running a Greener
Church,” the book will be supported by a
telephone advice line. In a statement
March 15, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor of Westminster welcomed the
book, which was released March 14 and
will be distributed for free. He said
Catholics have a duty to take care of God’s
creation. 

Catholics launch fight against loos-
ening abortion laws in Mexico City 

MEXICO CITY (CNS) — Catholics
and civic organizations have launched a
campaign against a Mexico City proposal
to legalize abortion during the first three
months of pregnancy. The proposal “has
awoken the conscience of civil society in
this city,” said Armando Martinez, presi-
dent of the College of Catholic Lawyers in
Mexico City, at a March 18 press confer-
ence after Mass in Mexico City’s
Metropolitan Cathedral. Martinez said the
proposal would violate the Mexican
Constitution, and he pledged to file a chal-
lenge before the nation’s highest court if it
is approved. Abortion in Mexico is cur-
rently permitted only in cases of rape;
however, in Mexico City, it is also allowed
if the mother’s life is in danger.
Lawmakers said they will discuss the bill
in coming weeks. But it is expected to be
approved with the support of the city’s
majority, left-leaning Democratic
Revolution Party. Martinez said the
Mexican College of Catholic Lawyers has
united with other civic organizations to
form the “We Are Life” coalition, which
has been organizing a protest for March 22
in front of the city assembly. 
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S “This Lent, I want to do more.
I want to give them my hands and my heart.”

These are the words of Father Gilbert Sales, a 
missionary from the
Philippines, who holds out
to the street children of
Mongolia the hope of our
Lord’s Resurrection. 
Daily, he travels deep
underground, to the
sewer that many of these little ones call home,
bringing food, clothing — and the knowledge
that even in their “Good Friday” existence, Jesus
has not abandoned them and He loves them.
Father Sales also cares for these children above
ground at a Church-run center. ✞ This Lent, will
you pray for and offer financial help through the
Propagation of the Faith to support the priests,
Religious and lay catechists in the Missions as
they serve among the suffering poor no matter the
“Good Friday” 

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
…A Pontifical Mission Society

Enclosed is my Lenten gift for the Missions. . . 
❐$40 . . . $1 for each day of Lent

❐ $100 ❐ $50 ❐ $25 ❐ $10 ❐ Other $_______
Name________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________State__________Zip__________________

www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org

�

Father Joseph Byrne 
P.O. Box 610, Dept. C • Townsend, MT 59644

11 66 %%

22 55 %%

11 66 %%
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Apostolic Mission 
Fund

$36,499

Diocesan Spiritual
Growth & Renewal

$8,919
Lay Ministry

& Diaconate Training
$3,573

Pastoral Outreach Fund
$36,927

Other Endowments
$8,441

Priestly
Formation

&
Development

$55,799

The Parish Endowment
Fund

$75,211*

33 33 %%

* does not include fund earnings available to parishes that are held within the FDH as an investment
in the parish's permanent endowment fund; and/or funds that are held in an individual parish's
reserve fund and available for future withdrawal

The Parish Endowment Fund: for benefit of
(FBO) parishes of the diocese per their repre-
sentative investments
Diocesan Spiritual Growth & Renewal: FBO
spiritual growth and renewal, including
Legendary Lodge
Pastoral Outreach Fund: FBO areas of most
need within the Diocese, e.g. Montana
Catholic and Catholic Charities

Lay Ministry & Diaconate Training: FBO
program support
Priestly Formation & Development: FBO
priests’ continuing education, vocation devel-
opment, seminarian training
Apostolic Mission Fund: FBO support for
Guatemala missions, aid to needy and poor
Other Endowments: FBO Sisters' retirement,
St. Mary College - Leavenworth, Quinn Trust
beneficiaries

FDH DISBURSEMENTS TO PARISHES, PROGRAMS
AND MINISTRIES OF THE DIOCESE OF HELENA

DURING FY 2005-2006
think God would like to see inside of us.

That’s why the Psalms are so apt for
prayer and why the Church has chosen
them as the basis for so much of its liturgi-
cal prayer. They run the whole gamut of
feeling, from praising God with our every
breath to wishing to bash our enemies’
heads against a stone.

From praise to murder – with every-
thing in between! That is indeed the range
of our thoughts and feelings. The Psalms
are a keyboard upon which we can play
every song of our lives – and our songs
aren’t always all happy or pious. The
Psalms give us an apt language to help us
raise mind and heart to God.

What’s so unfortunate is that, most
often, because we misunderstand prayer,
we stay away from it just when we most
need it. We only try to pray when we feel
good, centered, reverent and worthy of
praying. But we don’t try to pray precisely
when we most need it, that is, when we are
feeling bad, irreverent, sinful, emotionally
and sexually preoccupied, and unworthy

of praying.
But all of these feelings can be our

entry into prayer. No matter the headache
or the heartache, we only need to lift it up
to God.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theolo-
gian, teacher, and award-winning author,
is president of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He can be
contacted through his Web site 
www.ronrolheiser.com.

Rolheiser: Understanding purpose 
of prayer, continued from page 5

Rachel’s  Hope
If you’re suffering after an abortion, 

don’t suffer alone.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
www.rachelsvineyard.org

1-877-HOPE-4ME
Project Rachel

www.hopeafterabortion.com
1-888-456-HOPE

Peter W. Sullivan, CLU, ChFC • Dan Sullivan, CFP
Arcade Building, Suite 3-C

Helena, MT 59601
(406) 443-6300

Sullivan Financial Group
Life is better with a plan.


